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Time: 6:00 p.m. Social Hour (Private use of
main dining room, with full service cash bar)
Dinner: 6:45 p.m. – 8:00 p.m
Menu: Low Country Shrimp Boil: (shrimp, sausage, potatoes, corn on the cob), Corn bread,
Iced tea, Lemonade station, Coffee and Water,
with appetizer options available for extra
charge.

Again, this year, it is our sincere hope that all our
members are as well as can be, in full-swing preparing for the holidays, and enjoying beautiful fall
weather. Please join us at the HARBOR BREEZE
(and, invite your friends & neighbors...!) as we usher
in Thanksgiving and the following holidays with our
traditional Low Country Shrimp Boil. The Harbor
Breeze will be a new venue for us, you can expect a
pleasant dining area, a welcoming staff, free parking,
and great food! So, come and enjoy the opportunity
to reminisce with friends, neighbors and colleagues
about how quickly 2018 has gone by. A fun night Cost: $22.00 per person. Make checks payawill be had by all – good friends, good company, ble to Charleston MOAA.
great food, and a wonderful kickoff to the festive
Dress: Casual
atmosphere that marks this special time of year.
RSVP: Check to arrive NLT Tuesday, 13 NoPlace: HARBOR BREEZE; 176 Patriots Point vember
Road; Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
Mail To: Robert B Baker, LCDR, USR (ret),
2892 Colonnade Dr. Mount Pleasant, SC
Phone: (843) 606-2110
29466.
For additional information: 843-388-8279/
Date: Friday, November 16, 2018
310-528-6596 or r.b.baker@sbcglobal.net
In 2018 our Charleston MOAA Chapter celebrates 22 years
as a large donor to the South Carolina U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots Christmas program. We donate high
quality soccer balls, basketballs, footballs, and kick balls.
We purchase them wholesale through T&T Sports, a local
business.
In 2017 we raised $1,902 and purchased 360 sports balls. The presentation to
the Marines is filmed by Channel 2, a local TV station (https://
www.counton2.com/news/moaa-donation-to-toys-for-tots/1031558317} and
is broadcast on the evening news. The balls are in high demand by the Marines as they fill a gift gap for pre-teens and are non-gender specific. The bulk
of the money is contributed individually by members at our monthly function. In 2017 our Chapter completed 21-years of participation in the program
and over those years we contributed over $14,302, resulting in 3,320 balls
being presented to the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve program.

Legislative Summary

single major regional conflict while also attending to various presence and engagement activities, but that it would
be very hard-pressed to do more and certainly would be illSubmitted by Edward O. Crandell,
equipped to handle two nearly simultaneous major regionCOL (Ret) U.S. Army
al contingencies.”
Each year since 2015 The Heritage Foundation has pub- Although headed in the right direction, Congress and the
lished the Index of U.S. Military Strength. This index uses President must continue to increase the resources necesa standardized set of publically available criteria to assess sary to bring our military to full readiness.
the military’s ability to perform its missions. The following summarizes key findings of the report.

TRICARE Recoups $280 Million So
Far From Compound Drug Scams

A copy of the report may be downloaded at https://
www.heritage.org/military-strength
For the first time since the initial publication, increases in
budget and personnel strength indicate positive trends for
U.S. defense. However, the damage done from many
years of neglect will not change quickly. The Index of
U.S. Military Strength assesses the ability to operate in
key parts of the world based on our alliances, political
stability, the presence of U. S. military forces, and presence and condition of key infrastructure. Threats are assessed based on the behavior and physical capabilities of
countries or factions that threaten U.S. interests. The condition of America’s military power is measured in terms
of its capability and capacity for operations, and its readiness to handle assigned missions successfully.
Historically, three vital national interests have been identified. These include defense of the homeland, successful
conclusion of a major war that could destabilize a region
of critical US interest, and ensure freedom of movement
across the world’s sea, air, outer-space, and cyberspace
domains. Critical to meeting these requirements is the
ability to engage and defeat a major opponent while having the capability to do the same thing at the same time to
another opponent.
The Heritage Foundation’s Index of US Military Strength
concluded, “In the aggregate, the United States’ military
posture is rated “marginal” and features both positive and
negative trends: progress in bringing some new equipment
into the force, filling gaps in manpower, and rebuilding
some stocks of munitions and repair parts alongside worrisome trends in force readiness, declining strength in key
areas like trained pilots, and continued uncertainty across
the defense budget.”

By: Tom Philpot
TRICARE, the health insurance program for military
personnel and retirees and their families, recognized
by 2015 that it had become the target of corrupt pharmacists, doctors, and marketers peddling wildly overpriced compound drugs, mostly ointments and creams
touted to ease joint pain or fade scars.
By the time TRICARE officials imposed a new method to flag and deny coverage of compound drug prescriptions favored by scammers, the military pharmacy program had been bilked out of an estimated $1.5
billion.
In June that year, officials from the Defense Health
Agency (DHA), which oversees TRICARE, met with
senior officials at the Department of Justice to share
their experiences with compound medication scams
and to seek help.
DHA representatives that day included Bryan
Wheeler, a retired Air Force lawyer, former military
judge, and current DHA deputy general counsel, and
Navy Capt. Edward Norton, with the agency's pharmacy operations division.
“We told them we had gotten a fix on the ongoing
problem, but we had all this money already spent that
we needed assistance in recovering. And we got their
enthusiastic assistance,” Wheeler said in a phone interview Tuesday. “We have been working those cases
pretty strongly now for the last three and a half
years.”

The report goes on to conclude, “… the current U.S. military force is likely capable of meeting the demands of a
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Results so far include 60 arrests or indictments, at
least 50 fraud convictions, and recovery of more
than $280 million restored to the TRICARE program.
“We can use that on health care - either TRICARE
beneficiary care at military treatment facilities or for
legitimate prescriptions, or to provide care to children with autism, or whatever the benefits are we
have out there. That's money that is repurposed consistent with [the TRICARE] statute,” said Wheeler.
More than 100 pharmacies nationwide likely were
involved in the compound drug fraud against TRICARE. There is a five-year statute of limitations on
prosecuting crimes of fraud against the federal government. Therefore, the Defense Criminal Investigative Service, law enforcement partner agencies, and
U.S. attorney offices across the country are battling
the calendar.
On progress to date with criminal prosecutions,
Wheeler said “we are probably close to halfway
there.” However, there is no statute of limitations on
recovery actions for money stolen from TRICARE
or other federal programs.
Pharmacists create compound drugs by combining
more than one medicine to produce a product not
available from commercial drug manufacturers.
There are legitimate uses for compound medications,
Wheeler said.
For example, if a child is unable to swallow pills, a
local druggist might grind pills and mix them with a
suspension liquid that the child can drink. Or for a
patient who has lost thyroid function, to avoid a yo-

Rest in Peace

Military Brothers and Sisters.
Your Service to Our Country
is Recorded and Honored.

No Deaths to Report

yo-like regimen of shots and pills, a physician might
titrate the level of hormone treatment delivered by prescribing a compound medicine as a cream that can be
applied topically, Wheeler said.
What bad actors in the pharmacy industry did over the
last decade or so was produce compound drugs of unproven effectiveness, conspire with unscrupulous
health care providers to write prescriptions for them,
and create marketing networks to target health insurance plans with relaxed rules on compound drugs.
While the rest of the health care industry gradually got
wise to compound drug scams, TRICARE became the
juiciest remaining target, with its generous pharmacy
benefit, lax rules on compound drugs, and mail-order
pharmacy software that would cover the cost of multiple medicines in a single prescription.
Captain Norton, the DHA pharmacy expert who joined
our phone interview, said the schemes typically involved ointments or creams because, though not
shown to be medically effective, they typically don't
endanger patients.
“It was almost like the perfect fraud,” Norton said,
“because they could make a lot of money [without]
risk of an adverse medical effect.”
Like thousands of other military retirees, Wheeler became a target in May 2015, the same month TRICARE adopted new policies to block compound drug
fraud. He got a robocall at his office in DHA headquarters in Virginia, advising that his health insurance
would cover the cost of a special medicine for joint
pain.
Wheeler and a colleague returned the phone call and
took careful notes to share with the TRICARE program integrity office and law enforcement.
“Turns out the call came from a call center. The individual didn't want to tell me where it was located, but
[t]his was a fairly sophisticated crime. Somebody had
fronted money to set up the center, hire individuals to
make calls, [and urge] people to request a prescription” for a pain cream. Wheeler was told he could
“verbally authorize” the pharmacy during that call “to
fill a prescription on my behalf.”
“Do you want me to go see my doctor about this?”
Wheeler asked.
“He said, 'Oh no. We don't want to interfere with the
patient relationship. But we have a doctor who will
give you a call and we will take care of this.' ”
Beneficiaries enticed to try the medicine began seeing
exorbitant charges to TRICARE, often tens of thousands of dollars. Drug refills, which beneficiaries often hadn't requested, arrived at a pace far exceeding
need. Wheeler said one doctor participating in the
(Continued on page 5)
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cils and Chapters to move forward in supporting retiree’s
efforts to ensure your benefits are protected.

President’s Pen

One thing that did come from this Conference: We no
longer have Auxiliary Members. They are now Surviving
Spouse Members. That will be so noted on our rosters
and communications in the future. MOAA National has a
Surviving Spouse Advisory Committee that will be advocating for those members. Should you have questions,
they can be contacted at: sscomm@moaa.org.

At our luncheon meeting at the American Building College of the Arts (ABCA) on September 28, 2018, the caterer did not fulfill our contract to the letter and attendees
did not receive the lunches that they ordered and paid for
prior to their arrival. The Board does wish to apologize
to all those who attended for that inconvenience. At our
Board of Directors meeting on Friday 12 October, a mo- Thank you again for your continued support to the
tion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to offer Charleston Chapter!!!
those who attended that luncheon the option to deduct
$10.00 from the cost of a future luncheon meeting. Anyone desiring to take advantage of this should note that request on their reservation for that future luncheon and include their check for the remaining cost of that luncheon.
In the many years that we have been attending these
luncheons, this is the first time in my memory that anything like that has happened, and hopefully, this will be
the only time. We appreciate your attending our luncheons and trust that future ones will run smoothly.

Ernie

I wish to thank Rudy Smart for attending the MOAA National Regional Conference in Greenville, S. C. representing me since I could not attend. I also thank Ed Crandell
for making special arrangements to attend the Legislative
Sessions at that Conference. These Regional Conferences
are held every four years by MOAA National and rotate
between the four regions of the country. MOAA National
has recently decided to combine these with one of the Regional Council of Chapters Conferences to provide some
economic benefits to both MOAA National and to the Regional Councils and Chapters. During these Conferences,
MOAA National meets with Councils and Chapters to
share information on recruiting, retention, MOAA National issues and new technologies that MOAA National is
using to conduct business. The Legislative Sessions deal
with National Legislative Priorities, MOAA National Efforts to support state advocacy and other items of interest.
They also cover the results of their efforts during the past
year and their successes and where they need to make improvements. All these interactions are to assist the Coun-

Thank You

Help for Veteran Entrepreneurs
At some point, you may entertain the idea of being your
own boss. Preparatory work includes conducting market
research, writing a business plan, deciding on a business
name and location, getting federal and state tax identification, applying for licenses and permits, and more.
The SBA Office of Veterans Business Development
(OVBD) offers education and training on the entrepreneurial
process through several paths, two of which are Boots to
Business (B2B) and Boots to Business: Reboot. Boots to
Business is the entrepreneurship track to business ownership
within the U.S. Department of Defense's Transition Assistance Program offered to transitioning servicemembers.
For more information, read the VA VAntage Point Blog.

For your gift in support of
Chapter programs

Sam Stafford III, M.D., LLC
CAPT, USN, MC, (Ret)

LTC (Ret) Ellen C. Beckmann

Board Certified Dermatology and Pediatrics

Mt. Pleasant Dermatology

Current Toys for Tots Fund (y.t.d.)
= $ 1,272.39

570 Long Point Road
Suite 200
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 881-0320
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fraud wrote just over 100 prescriptions that cost
TRICARE more than $1 million.
Recent guilty pleas spotlight how enormously profitable the scams were. Last month, Thomas Edward
Spell Jr., a pharmacist who owned compound drug
pharmacies in Mississippi and three others states,
pleaded guilty to fraudulent claims that totaled more
than $243 million.
Mike Hurst, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District
of Mississippi, said Spell and co-conspirators formulated compound drugs and marketed them to TRICARE beneficiaries, not to meet patient needs but to
maximize profits.
“Ripping off our veterans and members of the military is despicable, and that is exactly what this defendant and others have done by defrauding TRICARE and the American taxpayer,” said Hurst Aug.
8, as Spell entered his guilty plea.
To encourage TRICARE users to try their pain
drugs, Spell and co-conspirators would waive copayments. Pharmacy employees bought prepaid debit
cards and money orders to cover the copayments and
then were reimbursed. Kickbacks and bribes were
paid to doctors who wrote prescriptions.
Spell personally gained $29 million, filling bank and
investment accounts not only in his name but for
family members and various businesses. From these
accounts he made loans and bought vehicles, boats,
and real estate.
Spell's scheme relied on cooperation “throughout the
highest professional levels in the medical and pharmaceutical industries,” said Thomas J. Holloman III,
Acting Special Agent in Charge of IRS Criminal Investigations. “Without the participation of those individuals in executive and decision-making positions, these schemes would often not materialize or
profit those involved."
Spell will be sentenced Oct. 16 in Hattiesburg, Miss.
Related prosecutions continue in California, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Connecticut. To date, fraud from

his operation alone has resulted in 12 people
charged and nine convictions.
Assets recovered by federal law enforcement are
found not only in bank accounts, investments, and
real estate but in boats, mobile homes, and exotic
cars. The Department of Justice has specific guidelines for converting seized assets into cash before
returning proceeds to the government agency victimized.
Wheeler and Norton said many TRICARE dollars
lost to the compound drug scandal likely won't be
recovered. And, while TRICARE is more effective
today in blocking such scams, Wheeler said fraudu-

Tinnitus Remains Atop VA’s List
of Most Common ServiceConnected Disabilities
Tinnitus remained the most prevalent serviceconnected disability among new Veterans
Benefits Administration beneficiaries in FY
2017, as VA saw a 6 percent increase in auditory disabilities compared with the previous
year.

Nearly a quarter-million (247,944) auditory disability claims were made by new compensation recipients in FY 2017, according to the administration's recently released Annual Benefits Report. Of those, 159,800 involved tinnitus,
bringing the total number of VA tinnitus cases
to 1,786,980 - most among all serviceconnected disabilities.
Another 83,329 new beneficiaries suffered
from some form of hearing loss, bringing that
overall total to more than 1.1 million, second
on the overall list.
New compensation recipients accounted for
more than 1.5 million disabilities in FY 2017,
up from the previous year (1,516,948 to
1,495,373). Each veteran new to the VA system averaged 5.11 disabilities, down from 5.26
in FY 2016.
[The most prevalent disabilities among
(Continued on page 6)
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The VA Is Developing a 3-D
Printed Artificial Lung

Continued from page 5 - Common Disabilities)

(

new compensation recipients in FY 2017:

By: Cmdr. René Campos, USN (Ret)

Tinnitus: 159,800 cases.
Limitation of flexion, knee: 83,329.
Hearing loss: 81,529.
Lumbosacral or cervical strain: 73,073.
Limitation of motion of the arm: 67,563.
Scars, general: 61,580.

Post-traumatic stress disorder 51,273.
Limitation of motion of the ankle 50,384.
Migraine 41,912.
Paralysis of the sciatic nerve, 36,584.
The average individual disability payout, excluding service-connected death payouts,
was $11,822 in FY 2017, per the report, for a
total of $3.51 billion. That's up slightly from
the year before, with an average of $11,661
resulting in $3.32 billion in payouts to new
beneficiaries.
Total VA disability compensation for FY
2017, including service-connected death
payouts, was $76.52 billion, up more than $5
billion from the previous year.

Over the past two centuries, the VA has advanced medicine in the U.S. through a long list of medical research
and technological breakthroughs. And the innovations
keep coming.
Last month, the VA announced researchers from its Ann
Harbor medical center in Michigan are working on a 3-Dprinted artificial lung to attack lung disease.
The work has just begun, but it's considered revolutionary
in the medical community. The artificial lung would
serve as a temporary replacement for veterans waiting for
a transplant; eventually, it could be used for longer-term
use.
Exposure to environmental hazards and chemicals such as
burn pits, fuels, sand, and many other known and unknown toxins are common to those who serve in the military.
Chronic pulmonary disease alone affects about 16 percent
of the veteran population and is often associated with exposure to smoking and other noxious particles or gases.
“Our veterans deserve the highest quality of care and the
latest breakthroughs in medical science,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “This exciting project is the latest in a
long string of incredible research and medical advancements developed by VA researchers over the years. The
results of the project could change millions of lives for
the better.” This is indeed exciting and promising news
for veterans.
Here's a chronological breakdown of the VA's long string
of medical advances:
(Continued on page 7)

2017-2018 OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
1st VP PROGRAMS
2nd VP MEMBERSHIP
PAST PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
DIR. HOSPITALITY
DIR AWARDS
DIR PERSONAL AFFAIRS
DIR. LEGISLATIVE
DIR. T.O.P.S/PUBLICITY
ASST AWARDS DIR

BG Ernest D. Brockman, Jr. , USA (thru 2018)
LCDR Robert B. Baker, USN (thru 2018)
COL Beverly R. Brockman , USA (thru 2018)
COL Josiah W. Fuller, USA (thru 2018)
CDR David E. Farley, USN (thru 2018)
LtCol Ed Knowles, USAF (thru 2018)
MRS. Virginia P. Chinnes, AUX (thru 2018)
1LT Robert C. McKay, USA (thru 2020)
CDR Tommy D. Mathews, USN (thru 2018)
COL Edward O Crandell, USA (thru 2018)
CPT William T. Coakley, USA (thru 2020)
COL Steve Rowe, USA (thru 2018)

CHAPLAIN
EDITOR
SCHOLARSHIP/Web Site

Col Walter S. Adams, USAF
MAJ Charles Rickard, USA
Col Rudy Smart, USAF

843-875-4465
843-388-8279
843-875-4465
843-821-0169
843-881-9452
843-553-5299
843-572-8761
843-795-7641
843-795-5260
843-416-8652
843-304-6545
843-797-6326

ebrockman@att.net
r.b.baker@sbcglobal.net
brockman1982@att.net
ButchFuller@aol.com
defarley@bellsouth.net
r66837@comcast.net
No email
mckaybob@att.net
mathtom1@bellsouth.net
ecrandell@aol.com
wcoaks@hotmail.com
srowe@carolinaone.com

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE BOARD (Appointed by the President)
318-780-4009
843--640-3738
843-834-0474

wsadams10@gmail.com
spudisland19@gmail.com
rudy@thesmartsplace.com

Prospective Chapter Members: if you are not a member of the Charleston Chapter, MOAA, you have received this copy as a courtesy invitation to
contact any Officer or Director for information about joining our Chapter.
News and Views herein are not necessarily those of any Government Department or another Chapter, or a Member’s Chapter..
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Charleston Chapter MOAA Membership Application Renewal Change of Address (circle one).
Chapter Dues: $10.00 a year for Regular membership. Auxiliary membership $5.00 per year. Multiple year dues
are encouraged in order to reduce paperwork. Make check payable to “Charleston MOAA”. Mail to: Charleston
MOAA, P.O. Box 70421, Charleston SC 29415-0421.
Last Name ______________________________________________ First Name __________________________________ MI______
DOB _____________ Rank ______________ Service ____________ Spouse’s Name _______________________________________
Address __________________________________________ City ________________________ State _____ Zip __________-______
Phone Number ___________________________________ Email _______________________________________________________
If you are a member of National MOAA, please provide your membership number _______________________________________

Your status (circle one) Retired Active Duty Reserve National Guard Former Officer Auxiliary
Dues for Year (s) _____________ Signature______________________________________________________________

(Continued from page 6 - Artificial Lung)

Your MilitaryExchange
Features Holiday Discounts

1928: conducted the first studies for treating malaria
1941: conducted clinical and biomedical research on
neuropsychiatric disorders, contributing to standardization for diagnosing, treating, and training of neurology,
psychiatry, and neuropathology

Army & Air Force Exchange Service shoppers can pick
up extra savings before the holiday season by opening a
new MILITARY STAR® card account. From Oct. 12 to
25, new cardholders will receive 15 percent off their first
day's purchases instead of the 10 percent discount regularly offered. Also, cardholders earn two points for every
dollar spent with MILITARY STAR and automatically
receive a $20 rewards card every 2,000 points. They also
receive access to exclusive MILITARY STAR deals and
savings throughout the year.

1947: developed and tested effective treatment for tuberculosis, later leading to additional treatments for
heart diseases, schizophrenia, diabetes, depression, and
stroke
1960: invented the first clinically successful cardiac
pacemaker

The MILITARY STAR card is accepted at all military
exchanges and commissaries. For more information, visit
the MILITARY STAR website.

1967: performed the first successful liver transplant
1974: discovered leukemia and other cancer-causing
viruses
1984: developed the nicotine patch for patients to stop
smoking
1999: identified a gene associated with schizophrenia
2005: introduced a new vaccine for treating shingles
and a wheelchair providing more functionality for veterans including rising to a standing position

2017: identified a protein believed to serve as a biomarker of chronic traumatic encephalopathy associated with multiple brain injuries

Changes for TRICARE's ECHO Program

Do you have a family member who gets supplemental services
through the TRICARE Extended Care Health Option (ECHO)
program? If so, you need to know that beginning on Jan. 1, 2019,
the ECHO benefit cap will apply to covered costs during a calendar year and not a fiscal year October 1 - September 30. The calendar year runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. Due to the shift to calendar year, TRICARE adjusted the benefit cap by $9,000 to cover
the remaining quarter of this year. The $36,000 limit for the costs
of all ECHO benefits combined will reset on Jan. 1, 2019. For
more information, visit the TRICARE ECHO webpage.
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Membership News

CHARLESTON CHAPTER
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 70421
Charleston, SC 29415-0421
Return Service Requested

Total Membership: 283
Surviving Spouses: 53
Honorary: 8
Members Receiving Email Newsletter: 138

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Charleston, SC
Permit No. 259

Continued thanks to members who are working to share
information about our chapter throughout your daily activities. I have additional brochures I can share or will also be
glad to follow-up with individuals you may refer to me. I
appreciate everyone’s help.
Our CHAPTER Dues are $10 per year for members and $5
per year for Surviving Spouses (this is the new term which
used to be Auxiliary Members). It is for members whose
spouses have deceased and they were service members.
Additionally, please keep me advised if you have address,
phone, or e-mail changes and I will update our records. We
appreciate everyone’s support of our chapter and should
you have any questions at any time, feel free to call me at
843-875-4465 or e-mail me at brockman1982@att.net and I
will answer your questions.
Thank you!
Beverly Brockman, Membership 2nd VP
Brockman1982@att.net
Phone: 843-875-4465

Special Events in
USS Yorktown Theater
Free parking & admission
Nov 11: Veterans Day
Dec 7: Pearl Harbor Day Memorial
Service
For details www.PatriotsPoint.org
Are you looking for more
Chapter and MOAA
information?
Or you need to update your
contact information?
Visit our Web Site
http://www.charlestonmoaa.com/
Many improvements were recently made,
and the work continues.
IF YOU NEED HELP, IT IS
AVAILABLE ON THE SITE.
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